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Tuesday 3rd September 2019  

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer break and have been able to enjoy some quality 
time with your children. The weather seems to have been kind for the vast majority of the 
holiday, which always makes things more enjoyable.  
 
The children have returned to school raring to go and full of enthusiasm. They all appeared very 
settled in their new classrooms and I do hope they have returned home to you happy this 
evening after their first day back.  
 
I wanted to write to welcome you to the new academic year and say that we are all very much 
looking forward to working with you in partnership to ensure the best possible education for your 
child. The staff have enjoyed a well-deserved rest for some of the holiday but have also been 
working hard to plan and prepare exciting lessons and to keep developing our new and exciting 
curriculum, as well as prepare their classrooms and record keeping in readiness for today.  
 
The school has seen a few minor changes over the holidays. This has included the removal of 
the music room in Eagles base, which has been turned into a lovely break out space for the 
Eagles children to work in, both in small groups and independently. I know Mrs Tossell and the 
team are very pleased with it and excited to make full use of it to support the children’s learning. 
Peripatetic music lessons will now take place in the Atrium, where there is more space for the 
children.  
 
In some classrooms, walls have been re painted and carpets repaired where needed, and in the 
grounds we have continued to work on developing a new exciting outdoor space which we hope 
to use for a Forest Schools programme later in the year. I will keep you updated about the 
development of this in our weekly newsletter, which will continue to be sent to you on 
Thursdays.  
 
You will notice that we have had a new security system fitted to the front gate, which requires 
visitors to identify themselves before being allowed onto school grounds. This has been fitted to 
fully enhance our safeguarding provision for both children and adults. This gate will be open for 
parents between 07:45 and 09:10 and 15:00 and 18:00 daily, to allow you to deliver and collect 
your children in the usual way. If you wish to come into school at any other time you will now 
need to ring the buzzer to notify the office, who will open the electronic gate.  
 
The staff all came together on Monday 2nd September 2019 for our first training day of the new 
school year. We focussed on looking back at our recent OFSTED outcomes and where we 
needed to focus next to continue to develop the school further. Our other focus was looking at 
how we can continue to develop the good to outstanding teaching and learning that we have in 
school. We welcomed our two new Hawks Base teachers, Mr Bell and Miss James, who have 
settled in very quickly. We also congratulated two of our existing staff members who got married 
over the holidays. I am sure you will join me in congratulating them and I would like to inform 
you that Ms Eloise Baker will now be known as Mrs Eloise Hallow and Mrs Philippa Davies will 
now be known as Mrs Philippa Hayter.  
 
This year, alongside our usual focus on getting to know new class members and establishing 
class routines and expectations, we have devoted the first two weeks of term to a detailed poem 
study and linked art work. This will culminate in our very first Exhibition of Excellence, which will 
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take place on Friday 13th September 2019. We would like to invite you to visit your child's class 
to see their work from 15:00. This will be followed by an opportunity to tour the school and visit 
other classes to see what they have on display, once the children have been dismissed from 
their own classes. School will be open until 15:45. We really look forward to welcoming you to 
our first Exhibition of Excellence. 
 
The parent calendar will be made available to you at the end of the week and our annual update 
of systems and routines will be sent in next week’s newsletter. Please remember to also look at 
our screen in the Key Stage 1 playground for dates and further information about school events.  
 
We continue to operate an open door policy and teachers are always very happy to talk to you 
about any questions, concerns or issues that you wish to raise. I would ask that, unless very 
urgent, this takes place at the end of the school day. You can also make an appointment to 
meet with staff if you need to have a more detailed meeting.  
 
I am also available to meet with you and can often be found outside on the gate in the mornings 
for an informal chat. Do come and say hello! Again, you can also make an appointment to meet 
with me if you wish to discuss anything at all. This can be done by contacting the school office, 
either in person, by phone or by email. I will also be holding two Head teacher Surgeries this 
term on Monday 23rd September 2019 between 09:00 and 10:00 and also on Tuesday 24th 
September between 17:30 and 18:30 when I will be available to speak to any parent who would 
like to drop in for an informal chat or to ask any questions. I do hope I get the opportunity to 
meet with you all at some point in the coming term.  
 
In the meantime, on behalf of us all here at St John’s, I would like to thank you for your 
continued support and wish you and your children the very best for the coming academic year.  

 
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Ian Doswell 

Head teacher 


