
 

 
 

St John the Evangelist Church School 
Spirituality Policy 

Autumn 2019 

 

We are privileged in primary schools to be the introduction children have to their formal education:  
 
At St John the Evangelist Church School we endeavour to:  
 

 Create the right atmosphere for children to work, grow and develop their individual 
potential, helping them to become competent and confident adults able to live their own 
lives and contribute to society.  

 
 Provide a climate where children learn to co-operate with others, care for their peers and 

environment and respect the fact that not everyone looks, feels or thinks the same.  
 

 As a church school with strong links with St John the Evangelist Church in Clevedon and 
the Diocese of Bath and Wells, we expect to see Christian attitudes forming the basis of 
the whole school ethos with the church, the school and the community working together.  
 

 At St John the Evangelist Church School, our vision for every member of our school 
community is that we are able to demonstrate Love for one another; that we are all able 
to Learn to the best of our ability: and that by working Together, We Soar to reach our 
greatest potential, both in our learning and in our capacity to be the best person we can 
be. We take our vision directly from scripture: 
 

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles” 
                                                                                                                        (Isaiah 30:41) 

 
 Our work in school is built upon the firm foundations of our key values: 

 
Faith, Fellowship, Agape (Christian Love), Hope, Forgiveness and Humility. 

 
These link directly to the core values of the Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust 

(https://www.bwmat.org/about-us/ethos-and-values/). 
 

Our values are acknowledged in all areas of school life and underpin our teaching and 
learning. Supporting this are six key learning behaviours that we wish to ensure every child 
has mastered by the time they leave school and move on to the next phase of their education. 

The key learning behaviours are: 

Individuality, Creativity, Energy, Perseverance, Bravery and Confidence. 

 
 We explore and acknowledge our key Christian values and learning behaviours in regular 

acts of worship, use them to underpin key areas of teaching and learning and celebrate 
them weekly in our Thanksgiving Praise, recognising pupils who have demonstrated these 
values and behaviours in their daily studies and in the way they conduct themselves 
around the school. 

 

https://www.bwmat.org/about-us/ethos-and-values/


 
 

Introduction 
 
At St John’s Church School, all aspects of school life reflect a Christian ethos and this policy is based on 
Christian principles. We aim for all children to work together to fly high like an eagle, this includes their 
spiritual development. 
 
What is it? 
 
At St. John’s Primary School, we believe that it is very important to provide all children with a range of 
opportunities to help them develop spiritually. We believe that spiritual development may not be 
synonymous with Religious Education and Collective Worship and can be explored through many 
different curriculum areas. 
 
Spiritual reflection can be encouraged through art, music, poetry, geography, photography, history, 
current affairs and within outdoor learning opportunities. 
 
However, spiritual moments can just happen. We seek to give all children the time and space needed 
to have quiet moments in which self is transformed in some way. 
 
Our starting point is our pupils’ own ‘Big’ questions about life and from this we plan a series of 
encounters (Windows) that open up the possibility of reflection (Mirrors). The children are given an 
opportunity to put into action what they believe and value (Doors) and finally, children are given 
opportunities to reflect on what they have learned (Candle).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Why is it important? 
 
Christians believe that God became human and therefore always strive to be the best human they can 
possibly be. As educators and in accordance with the Equalities Act 2010, we want to help every child to 
be the best that they can be and have a duty to support the children to achieve this; part of this 
responsibility is to help children develop spiritually. At St. John’s all aspects of school life reflect a 
Christian ethos and all policies are based on Christian principles. 
 
What do we aim to achieve for the children? 
 
• The children become increasingly aware of the concept of self- the inner person and the way that this 
shapes an individual’s perception of themselves as a unique human being. The children reflect on the 
relationship they have with their sense of being a unique person. 
• The children become increasingly aware of the concept of others – a growing empathy, concern & 
compassion of how to treat others. The children reflect on how their values & principles affect their 
relationships with others. 
• The children become increasingly aware of the concept of a physical and creative world – a growing 
relationship with beauty through the ability to respond emotionally to experiences of the wonder of 
the natural world and the results of human creativity. The children explore their understanding 
beauty and the effect this has on their perception of and relationship with the world. 
• The children become increasingly aware of the concept of the beyond – a growing relationship with 
the transcendental and the ability to explore experiences beyond the everyday. The children search 
for meaning in their very existence and their place in the greater scheme of things. 
• The children develop an understanding of the beliefs and values of Christianity and other world 
religions. The children are respectful of the beliefs and values of others. 
• The children develop an understanding of the ethos of a Church school and the content, language and 
symbolism of the Christian faith as a way of understanding our meaning and purpose in life. 
• The children develop the ability to question. 
• The children develop their ability to express their thoughts, ideas, feelings and their beliefs. 
 

How do we do it? 
 
• We provide and plan for a wide range of opportunities for children to develop spiritually in all areas of 
the curriculum. In particular through Religious Education, English, Maths, P.S.H.E., Science, 
Humanities, Art and Music. 
• We provide and plan for a wide range of opportunities for children to develop spiritually through 
Worship including: whole school, whole site and class services. 
• We also promote spiritual development opportunities through our wider curriculum, for example: 
during our themed weeks such as  ‘Pilgrim Day’, ‘Anti- Bullying Week’; ‘Safer Internet Day’, ‘Sports Day’, 
‘Deanfield Residential Week’ and ‘Year 5 Activities Week’,  and through other extra-curricular activities 
such as the school drama productions, Dance Festival, MAWS Concerts and the many sporting 
competitions we participate in.  
• We provide areas for quiet reflection in school and in the outdoor environment. 
• We provide opportunities for prayer, including silence and stillness. 
 

 
Assessment 
 
Spirituality is not assessed as we believe this to be a highly personal part of a child’s holistic 
development. We do, however, talk to the children about their thoughts and feelings if these are 
expressed creatively e.g. through artwork, poetry, reflective writing etc. 
We believe this is a thoughtful and respectful approach. 

 
 


